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N3C BRIEFING 27 June 1955

I, “esiern European governments, except Italy’s remain generally
stable,

A, In Italy, where the Scelba cabiner fell on 22 June, a
prolonged period of maneuvering to form 8 new government
is in prospept.

1, Former agriculture misister Scegni, a left wing
Christian Pemocrat, was asked hy President Grooohi
on 26 June to form & new government bui has post-
poned his reply until 30 June.

a. If Soegni decides to ;akc the attaﬁgﬁ, be
will probably try fto reconstitute the coslition
with the minor center parties.

. The center parties are, however, increasingly
uneasy over their loss of popularity during
their long period of association with the
Christian Democrats and the stalemated social
refors program of the Scelba government.

2. fhc most likely long-range prospect is an alle
Christian Dewocrat cabinet hased on parliamentary
support from either the Monarchists or the Nenni
Socislists.

a. Even such & goverament, bowever, would be

beset by cleavages between the €hristzza,neneeratic g
party's left and right winge(OCUMENTNO. L 5M-~»MWWMWM» |
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(1) The left wing bas predominated since
the 1953 elections, but bas not been
able to maiatain fui] disciplime in the
parliamentary group.

(2) The right wing, where much of the wealth
is conceutrated, remains influential and
slong with the sma¥ Liberul party, bas
been able to block Bcelba's reform programwm.

b. The Christian Dewocrats, who were encouraged

by their amuccess in the Siciak elections of

5 June, appareatly hope to comsolidate thelir

strengtih before next yaars;é local elections,

{1) They may then decide to try national
elections durigjthe same year.

The period of instability thus in prospect will
probably wmean no important changes in foreign policy,
but coatinued delay is to be expected in the Assembly's
ratification of the NATO status of Forces agreo-

ment .

B. In France, the Faure government is expected to have no
serious difficulty in lasting through the summer recess

which is scheduled to start on 15 Aguust.

Barring sa umprecedented outburst of terrorismz in
¥orocco, the apointment of Grandval as resident
general should ensure a parliameatary preathing
spell until that tipe.

Some danger threatens on the labor iromt.
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a. Current spate of local sitrikes indicates general

labor dissatisfaction.

b, French civil servants and postal workers threaten
2 nationwide strike on 1 July, maintaining
that the wage increase proposals dimcussed
durisg the past week by the Faure gabinet are
ingdegnate.

L. Governwent decrees on the wage problew are,

however, Irgthcoming.
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